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[ HE agitation. of mind under which the 


followthg diſcourſe was compoſed, together 


with the Author's illneſs ſince its delivery, 
are circumſtances, which cannot fail to call 
forth the Reader's candour to the errors and 


deficiencies he may obſerve. 


HEBREWS iii. 7. 


REMEMBER THEM WHO HAVE SPOKEN UN- 
To YOU THE WorD or God; waost FaitH 


FOLLOW ; CONSIDERING THE END OF THEIR 
CONVERSATION. 


13 O rejoice with them that do rejoice, and to 
weep with them that weep,* is a maxim, 
not more beautiful, than neceſſary, in the con- 
duct of life. The affluent and proſperous 
muſt ever wiſh for ſome kind friend to ſhare 
their joys, which indeed are ſcarcely joys, till 
the voice of congratulation is heardamong them. 
On the contrary, they that dwell in the valley 
of weeping greatly need the help of ſympathy, 
and condolence, from their fellow creatures, 
B which 


Rom. xii. 15. 
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which by dividing the burden may proportion - 
ably diminiſh its weight. In all caſes, and in 
all extremities, what we wiſh for ourſelves, 


wre ſhould chearfully fender to others. This 


will have a double effect, for it will leave a 
mutual bleſſing on the giver and receiver: 
and it will be applying friendſhip to its nobleſt 
purpoſe, that of extracting virtue and happi- 
neſs from every viciſſitude of time. 

It is readily acknowledged, that to congratu- 
late is a more pleaſing office, than to condole 
and I believe, the greateſt part of the world 


thinks the former ſo remote from the latter, 


that they muſt be exerciſed at different times, 
ang on different occaſions. Here, give me 
leave to enter my exception to the general opi- 
nion, being fully perſuaded of the contrary ; I 
am ſatisfied, they ariſe from diſpoſitions of mind 
altogether confiſtens and harmonious; they may 
both be exerted in one breaſt, at one hour, 
and upon one occalion.—Do ye queſtion this 
truth? believe me, the preacher is an example 
of it, to day: and if ye will examine but for 
2 moment into yourſelves, a faithful witneſs 
of the fact may be found, in every boſom 
through this aſſembly. You are come hither, 
to ſhew your reſpect to a deceaſed paſtor, who 
merited all the reſpect you can pay him; you 
are come to bewail that loſs, which hath drawn 
forth' many tears both from acquaintance and 
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ſtrangers ; ; you weep, nor for yourſelves only, 
but for afflicted relatives, whoſe ſouls are bow- 
ed down with undiſſembled grief :—But have 

e no cauſe for rejoicing, in the midſt of this 
Celine ? Is it not matter of congratula- 
tion, that the world was long bleſſed with ſuch 
an edifying example, and the church of Chriſt 
long inſtructed by ſo faithful a teacher? Is i it 
not delighful to reflect on what he was, and to 
raiſe the eye of contemplation to what he now 
13? Do ye not feel the priviledge of having 
been once related to ſuch a character, and are 
ye not wiſhing and expecting to renew an in- 
tercourſe witk him, in the world of ſpirits, 
when ye quit theſe houſes of clay? 

Therefore, dearly beloved and longed for, re- 
Joice as well as mourn. Give thanks to 
Almighty God, the father of mercies and the God 
of all comfort,“ that we do not ſorrow, even as 
others which have na hape. Every church has 
abundant cauſe far rejoicing, when the miniſ- 
ters from whom it is ſeparated, were men be- 
ſtowed by proyidence for an example; men, 
of whoſe. memory we need not be aſhamed ; 
whoſe lives will bear to be examined, enge, 
and imitated ; whoſe character wants not the 
time-ſerying hand of flattery, nor the mean arts 
of palliation and deceit, 


B 2 Bleſſed 


9. Ces. i. 3+ S -# Theſ. iv. 135 
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Bleſſed. be God, this is my encouragement 


and ſupport, under that heayy office, which 
reſpect and friendſhip have. deyolved 1 upon me! 


T know, that great abilities. are not neceſſary 


to ſet forth what all haye ſeen, and to recom- 
mend what all admire, Ingenuity. is a need- 
ful aſſiſtant, where there are defects to be co- 
vered, failings to be hid, and equivocal virtues 
to be celebrated. But genuine goodneſs re- 
quires no varniſh—like the pure diamond, it 
ought to paſs uncoloured—ſure]y, i it need only 
be exhibited and propoſed as a model, in or- 
der to captivate univerſal attention; except 
in caſes, where men imitating the conduct of 
the Ifraclites, hut their eyes, that they may not 


fee, and barden their bearts, left they Jhould be 


converted. 


On theſe principles, I have made choice of 
St. Paul's addreſs to the Hebrews, as the baſis 
of the preſent difcourſe—REMEMBER THEM 
— WHO HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU THE WORD 
or GoD ; WHOSE 'FAITH FOLLOW 3 CONSIDER- 
ING THE END OF THEIR CONVERSATION. In 
reciting this text, you 'may perceive, I have 
omitted a clauſe, which is - improperly ren- 
dered by our tranſlators, remember them 
who have the rule over you ;'* where the uſe of 
the preſent time is totally inconſiſtent with 
the Apoſtle's meaning, who was fpeaking of 
paſt rulers, and deceafed inſtructors, as is clear 


to 


pray wk — — — — 2 


1 . 


8 . 


to 2 demonſtration from the remainder of the 


paſſage*®. 


We may divide the words before us into 


Two, parts—the fr# containing the apoſtolic 
exhortation to churches bereaved of their paſ- 
tors the ſecond, an important reaſon or prin- 
ciple, on which that exhortation is grounded. 

I. Let us conſider the duty here preſſed 
upon chriſtians, when they are bereaved of 
their faithful inſtructors.— The advice is two- 
fold, to bear them in remembrance, and to 
imitate them in principle and conduct. Now, 
thefe ſentiments are very cloſely connected, ſince 
a forgetfulneſs of our friends muſt, of neceſſity, 
exclude all deſire and poſſibility of reſembling 
_— 5 
1. We are to bear them in remembrauce a 
biänch of advice, very ſuitable to the feelings 
of nature, and the dictates of reaſon. ' 

If by remembrance you underſtand mere 
yecollection, which is the primitive ſenſe of the 
word, it may be aſked, why was the faculty of 
memory originally given us, but that we may 
retain in our thoughts ſuch perſons, and ſuck 
events, as ſhall be moſt likely to Nan our 
virtue, credit and nk | 


But 


The Greek word yycvprcs, is is rendered as a SubRantive 
in Luke xxii, 26; and that form ſeems to be moſt eligible 
here: Remember your guides who have ſpoken, &c.“ 
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Bleſſed. be God, this i is my encouragement 
and ſupport, under that heavy office, which 
reſpect and friendſhip have devolved upon me! 


I know, that great abilities are not neceſſary 


to ſet forth what all have ſeen, and to recom- 
mend what ell admire, Ingenuity. is a need- 
ful aſſiſtant, where there are defects to be co- 
vered, failings to be hid, and equivocal virtues 
to be celebrated. But genuine goodneſs re- 
quires no varniſh—like the pure diamond, it 
ought to paſs uncoloured—ſurely, it need only 


be exhibited and propoſed as a model, in or- 


der to captivate univerſal attention except 
in caſes, where men imitating: the conduct of 
the Ifraelites, Hut their eyes, that they may not 


fee, and barden their bearts, left they Jhould be 


converted. 


On theſe principles, I have made choice of 
St. Paul's addreſs to the Hebrews, as the baſis 
of the preſent difcourſe ;—REMEMBER THEM 
—WHO HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU THE WORD 
or GoD ; WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW; CONSIDER- 
ING THE END OF THEIR CONVERSATION. In 
reciting this text, you 'may perceive, I have 
omitted a clauſe, which is - improperly ren- 
dered by our tranſlators, remember them 
who have the rule over you ;'* where the uſe of 
the preſent time is totally inconſiſtent with 
the Apoſtle's meaning, who was fpeaking of 


paſt rulers, and deceafed inſtructors, as is clear 


to 


6 n 
to 2 demonſtration from the remainder of the 
paſſage®. 


We may divide the words before us into 


Two, parts the fr# containing the apoſtolic 
exhortation to churches bereaved of their paſ- 
tors the ſecond, an important reaſon or prin- 
ciple, on which that exhortation is grounded. 
I. Let us conſider the duty here preſſed 
upon chriſtians, when they are bereaved of 


their faithful inſtructors.— The advice is Wo- 


fold, to bear them in remembrance, and to 
imitate them in principle and conduct. Now, 
thefe ſentiments are very cloſely connected, ſince 
a forgetfulneſs of our friends muſt, of neceſſity, 
exclude all deſire and poſſibility of reſembling 
_ 

We are to bear them in remembrance: 4 
dhänch of advice, very ſuitable to the feelings 
of nature, and the dictates of reaſon. 

If by remembrance you underſtand mere 
recollefion, which is the primitive ſenſe of the 
word, it may be aſked, why was the faculty of 
memory originally given us, but that we may 
retain in our thoughts ſuch perſons, and fuck 
events, as ſhall be moſt likely to promote our 
viene credit and enk ; 


But 


. The Greek word T,YCUPhEVOGS 1s rendered as 4 SubMantive 
in Luke xxii, 26; and that form ſeems to be moſt eligible 
here: Remember your guides who have ſpoken, &c.“ 
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But every one knows, that much more than 
this is meant by. the Apoſtle's expreſſion,, for 
remembrance muſt here ſignify efeem—adnira- 
tion—gratitude. And certainly you will allow, 
that of all mankind, none are ſo entitled to 
this reſpectful tribute, as the prudent, faithful 
and generous, Is it not undeniable, that we 
frequently commemorate characters which 
have been ſerviceable to the ſtate, eyen though 
we have reaſon to think, they were not in» 
fluenced by yirtuous motives? We rejoice in 
the good they did to the world, notwithſtand- 
ing our apprehenſion, that ſelfiſhneſs inſtead 
of generoſity was the principle. What ſignal 
reſpect then, my chriſtian friends, ſhould we 
entertain for thoſe, who united the beſt prin- 
ciple with the beſt conduct! Who were uſeful, 
not by accident or whim, or to ſerve their 
own advantage, but from the nobleſt ſenſe of 
duty, and the moſt liberal wiſhes of bene vo- 
lence: Whoſe hearts and hands were always 
in uniſon, ſo that with ſtrict ſincerity they 
might adopt our Saviour” 8 motto, my meat is a 
do the will of Him: that ſent me, and to finiſh his 
Work®, 

Say, my brethren, are not theſe the excl 
of the earth, in whom was all your delight f. 
they were now alive, would ye not ſeek 8 


companys 


* John iv, 34. + Pſal. xvi, 3. 


XY 
company, and aboye all things rejoice in their 
conyerlſe? Would ye not look to them with re- 
verence, as ſo many guides in perplexity, ſo 


many guardians in danger, ſo many patrons 
and benefactors to the church and to the world? 


l know that ye would: therefore be con- 
ſiſtent with yourſelves: go on to venerate 
thoſe, with whom now ye ſhall converſe no 
more! If the juſt are remoyed, let the memory 
. of the juſt be bleſſed.* If the righteous have left 
you, ſee to it as far as lies in your power, 
that the righteous ſhall be in everlabing remem- 
brance.f 

Theſe remarks may be applied in general to 
all good perſons, who are carried away by 
death; and ſurely they operate with peculiar 
force, in the ſituation we now experience; a 
ſituation exactly coincident with the nature and 
deſign of the Apoſtle's words, for he ſpeaks of 
the removal of chriſtian miniſters: * Remem- 
ber them who have ſpoken. unto you the word of 
God.” —As if he had ſaid, with affection and 
gratitude recollect your ſpiritual leaders, who 
were lately among you, diſpenſing truth. and 
knowledge; remember them, not only in their 
private capacity as men, but in their ſacred 
office as miniſters; do honour to them who 
bore the veſſels of the Lord's bouſe with ſteadineſs, 
and eſteem them very highly in love for their work's 


ſake. 


. FOE, .. + Pſal. cxii, 5. : 


(9-2) 
ſake.* Keep in mind the affiduity and zeal 
they diſcovered to promote the welfare of ini- 
mortal ſouls. Think how they Iaboured for 
your good, both in private and public, in fea- 
fon and out of ſeaſon, —how they viſited you 
in ſickneſs, and prayed with you in affliction. 
Remember, how willing they were 10 ſpend and 
be ſpent in their maſter's. ſervice, even till grey 
hairs were upon them, and their ſtrength began 
to fail, and the graſshopper to be a burden, 
not counting their lives dear to themſelves, ſo that 
they might finiſh their courſe with joy, and the mi- 
niſtry they bad received of the Lord Jeſus. & 

Yes, think of them in the progreſs of your 
journey to a better world, —it will aſſiſt that 
progreſs. Secure a little time, from the calls 
of buſineſs, and the amuſements of life, to me- 
ditate on ſuch characters, and ſuch miniſters ; 
for depend upon it, your recollection of them 
will amply repay you. It will fill the vacant 
mind with good things ; it will lead the ambi- 
tious mind to an honeſt and honourable pride: 
it will delight you in the gloom of ſolitude, 
and improve and enrich your intercouſe with 
ſociety. I was going to ſay, that when our 
mercies are fled, this would recall their flight, 
or be the means of prolonging their exiſtence, 
in effect and application. Ih, the knowledge 

which. 


1 Theſſ. v. 13. 5 Ads xx. 24. 
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which is rememhered ſtill enlightens, —the ex- 
ample that is reviewed ſtill animates, - and the 
friendſhip, that is recollected, {till refreſhes and 
conſoles. 

But, methinks I hear it whiſpered from every 
part of this aſſembly, © Your advice is unne- 
ceſſary, for we cannot forget our departed 
friend; his image will be ſtampt with deep 
impreſſion on our minds, as long as we breathe 
this vital air; it cannot be effaced, till we alſo 
lie down in the clods of the valley, and the 
worms ſhall cover us.“ My friends, I do not 
wiſh to deny the truth of this reply, ſincerely 
believing that it comes from the heart. But, 
I muſt diveſt myſelf of all knowledge of human 
nature, if I did not ground ſome fears on that 
very confidence. For the leſs ſuſpicion we have 
of forgetting a thing; the more likely we are 
to forget it: and for this plain reaſon, we take 


the leſs pains to renew and deepen the impreſ- 


ſion. Therefore ſuffer me, after the manner 
of the apoſtle, 70 fir up your pure minds by way of 
remembrance Be careful, that ye never forget 
them, who have ſpoken unto you the word of 


God, — but recolle& waar and now they have 


ſpoken: and for this purpoſe, give the more earn- 
ef b ed to the tbirgs Thich ye have heard, left at any 
C time 


. cnn, ot 2.48 


609 
time ye ſhould let e ſlip. . F 1 leads me to 
obſerve, | 
2. That we are to imitate, as well as remem- 

ber, our deceaſed inſtructors. In the words of 
the Apoſtle, their faith we muſt follow; a ſimple, 
but a comprehenſive phraze. It may be neceſ- 
fary, however, to guard it a little from perver- 
fion or miſtake.— In this exhortation, St. Paul 
could not refer to the minutie of a religious 
creed ; he could not mean to preſs it upon us, 
as a duty, to think in every particular as our 
public inſtructors have thought before us. Such 
an explication of the words would very ill ac- 
cord, with the catholie and generous principles 
of the Apoſtle, which he diſcovered on a thou- 
ſand occaſions; particularly in that remarkable 
paſſage to the Corinthians — t for that we have 
dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your 


jey. & In fact, there is no poſſibility of making 


all men think alike, in religious matters, eſpe- 


cially in thoſe of an intricate and refined na- 


ture. A man's opinion has a cloſe dependance 
on a variety of circumſtances, which cannot 
be changed or removed at pleaſure: ſuch as, 


the 


* Heb. ii, 1. 
+ Omnis diſciplina memoria maximè conſtat, fruſtra- 
que docemur, fi quidquid audimus, przter fluit, 


Quint, . . C. Zo 
& 2d Ep. i, 24. 
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the original powers given to the mind—the 
peculiarities of education the reverence he 
feels for ſome inſtructors more than for others 
the books, the companions and the preju- 
dices, with which he is ſurrounded. All theſe 
muſt occaſion diverſities of ſentiment, and will 
commonly render thoſe diverſities as durable 
as life, Therefore, in the words before you, 
the Apoſtle could have no reference to the uni- 
formity of implicit faith.—To what then does 
he allude? I anſwer; to one or both of theſe 
two things—either the general profeſſion of the 
chriſtian religion, or the culture of that vital 
and practical belief in its precepts and pro- 
miſes, which by changing the heart 9 
the life. 

In the firſt ſenſe, he recommends an imita- 
tion of our ſpiritual guides, in their faith and 
profeſſion of the chriſtian religion. This epiſtle 
was addreſſed to proſelytes, who were in dan- 
ger of reverting to their former jewiſh princi- 
ples, if not of being drawn afide to follow the 
abſurditiesof the paganſyſtem. On this account, 
he warns them not to make ſhipwreck of faith, 
nor to leave their chriſtian communion, privi- 
leges and worſhip, but to remain firm in their 
adherence to a crucified Saviour; and for this 
end, to look to the example of thoſe eminent 
fervants of God, who had lately been among 


> them. 
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them. Follow their faith:” like them con- 
eſs Chriſt before the world; confeſs him be- 
fore rulers and magiſtrates,” ſhould neceſſity 
require. Having ſuch for an example, em- 
brace your religion from principle inſtead of 
caprice ;:'and having done ſo, preſerve with 
care the faith once delivered to the ſaints. 


Remember that Jeſus bad. rs the fame yeſterday, 
70-day, and for ever ;* and that being immu- 
table in his own character and doctrine, he 


cannot be pleaſed with verfatility and fickle- 


neſs in his Diſciples. Therefore be not carried 


about with divers and ſtrange doctrines, for it is a 
good thing that the heart be eftabliſhed with grace. 
Lets neither the flattery of the world deceive 


you, nor its frowns deter, nor its opinions per- 


plex, ſince * he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the ſea, driven with the wind and toffed 


—and the double minded man 1s nabe * 
all hie ways.“ | 

The other ſenſe, in which we nated hs 
Apoſtle,” is a reſemblance of our departed in- 
ſtructors, in the. culture of that vital and prac- 


tical belief in divine revelation, which changes 


the heart and regulates the life. This appli- 
cation of the term 1s clearly pointed out to us 
in various paſſages of this epiſtle to the He- 
brews, eſpecially in the following words, which 

| are 


* Verſe 8. Verſe g. 


1 
are directly parallel to thoſe 1 in the text. We 
defire, that every one of you do few the fame dili- 
«gence, to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end ; 
That ye be Nor ' $LOTHFUL, But FOLLOWERS 
"of them, who through 'ratTy and patiuncr, 
' inherit the promiſes*. This injunction extends 
far beyond ſpeculative inquiries,” or nominal 
profeſſion; it includes both the interior ſyſtem, 
and the external conduct, requiring ſincerity 
and purity in the firſt, exertion and induftry 
in the laſt. If further proof be neceſſary, look 
to the temper and actions of that liſt of glo- 
rious worthies, which 1s recorded in the eleventh 
chapter. What was that faith, by which Abel 
preſefited unto God a more excellent ſacrifice 
than Cain? By which Abraham offered up his 
fon, in obedience to the Divine command: 
By which the Patriarchs confeſſed, that they 
-were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth, and 
ſought a better country, that is a heavenly? 
By which Moſes rejected the blandiſhments 
of a court, and renounced the pleaſures of 
fin? I aſk; what was that faith which ena- 
bled the ſervants of God to ſubdue kingdoms, 
to work righteous, and obtain promiſes ?— 
You are perfectly ſenſible, that this could not 
be a ſuperficial belief in the declaration God 
had made of his will, but muſt be a principle 


of 
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of piety deeply inwrought into the foul; it was 
a powerful ſpring of love, fidelity and zeal, 
which raiſed them above difficulties, - infpired 


them in their religious calling, gave them 


ſteadineſs in temptation, made them patient 
in ſuffering, and has now advanced them to 
the reſt which remaineth for the people of God. 
Oh, follow ſuch a faith | zniate it cloſely, and 
repreſent it conſtantly ; for that appears to be the 
true force of the expreſſion, which 1s ſuppoſed to 
have been borrowed from the exhibitions of a 


theatre.* Let the character you have lately 


ſeen in others, now be adopted for your own, 
and let 1t be given with ſuch reſemblance and 
enkrgy, that none can poſſibly miſtake its de- 
ſign, or be unaffected with its beauty. Shew 


fach a principle of goodneſs in every part ob 
yourdeportment—ſucha faithfulneſs in your co- 


venant tranſactions with God—ſuch a depend- 
ence on Divine mercy unto eternal life—ſuch 
philanthropy to your fellow creatures on earth, 


Land ſuch, maturity for the joys and glories of 


heaven. Live as they lived, and you ſhall 
ſhare their diſtinguiſhed honours, 


II. Let 


fuutio g.. The ſame word is uſed (though not in 
the ſame form) in the parallel place, above referred to. 
Heb. vi, 12. 


1 
II. Let us now advert to the motive ſug- 
geſted by the Apoſtle, to enforce the exhorta- 
tion he had delivered, —He calls upon us to 
conſider the end of their converſation. By this I 
underſtand, that we ought to affect our minds 
with the HonouRABLE and HAPPY CLOSE of 
their life. It was honourable, becauſe marked 
with perſeverance—it was happy, becauſe it 
iſſued in a reward compleat and eternal: and 
theſe are conſiderations, which may well ſtimu- 
late our deſires to reſemble them. 

1. Since their converſation was marked with 
perſeverance, its cloſe was Bonourable. To con- 
rinue ſteadfaſt in well doing unto the end, muſt: 
be acknowledged to be a matter of the greateſt 
moment, whether we regard the teſtimony of 
conſcience, the applauſe of our fellow-crea- 
tures, or the approbation of God. On this 
ſubje&, the language of the Old and New 
Teſtament is equally ſtrong and deciſive. The 
Divine Being has declared by his Prophet, that 
when the righteous turneth away from his righteouſ- 
meſs, and committeth iniquity—all the righteouſneſs 
which he hath done ſball not be mentioned; in bis 
treſpaſs that he hath treſpaſſed, and in his ſin that 
he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he die. In like 
manner, he has affirmed by one of his Apoſtles, 
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F afty man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have nd pleu- 
fure in him. And thus our bleſſed. Saviour, 
from the throne of his glory, has addreſſed 
lj himſelf to each of his Diſciples, Be thou faith- 
| ful ux ro DEATH, and I will give thee a crown of 
1 life. T— But we know, there are men in the 
| world, who require a different ſort of evidence, 
— and who would much rather liſten to the words 
th of a heathen philoſopher than to the language 
\ of inſpiration ; let ſuch, therefore, be reminded 
[ 

' 


of the ſententious advice of Solon, Praiss no 
MAN TILL HE DIES, In this rule of judging, 

he abundantly diſcovers his acquaintance with 
mankind; and with himſelf; he ſhews, what a 
ſenſe he had of the weakneſs of human nature, 

> and of the mutability of human goodneſs—of 
the temptations which, beſet our virtue, and of 
the glory acquired by uniform reſiſtance and 
victory. Suffer me to aſk, how do we judge 
in other matters? Do we not , ſuſpend our 

| | opinion, till they are gniſbed? When we look 
hh at a riſing edifice, we do not. venture to decide 
0 on its magnificence or uſefulneſs, merely from 
It conſidering the foundation, or from ſurveying 
9 only a few columns raiſed by the hand of the 
| architect: but we deem it prudent to wait for 
Mp a completion of the deſign, and when the 
. | \2 | whole 


* Heb, x, 38. ' + Rev. ii, 10. 
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whole is perfected, then our applauſe is as 
loud and voluntary, as it is merited and ju- 
dicious. 

Some think that che Apoſtle, in the text, 
had a peculiar reference to the caſe of martyr- 
dom. Many of the early Diſciples, after liv- 
ing the ambaſſadors of Chriſt; died his ſufferers: 
having preached the truth, they ſealed it with 
their blood; ſo that both in life and death the 
Lord was magnified by them, and © the end of 
their converſation” became a glory and ex- 
ample to the world. But where Providence 
exempts us from ſuch an awful proof of fidelity 
to religion, it is ſtill matter of admiration, to 
ſee the principles of ſound piety ſtrengthening 
and ripening to the very cloſe of this temporal 
exiſtence; to behold the chriſtian advancing to 
perſection, when the man trembles under the 
load of mortality; to mark the progreſs of his 
graces amidſt the decay of nature, and even by 
that decay illuminated and confirmed. In ſuch 
a character, © there is a dignity and majeſty, 
© which a man- muſt be blind as a ſtatue not 
© to perceive; or perceiving, inſenſible as a 
t ſtatue, not to admire.” 

2. As their conduct has iſſued in an ever- 
laſting recompence, the cloſe was happy. And 
need there be a ſtronger inducement, for 
LOOKING at the EXIT of their converſation, 
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which is literally the meaning of the original 
words?“ Can univerſal nature preſent an ob- 
ject, more worthy to be viewed with compla- 
cency? Oh, mark the perfect nan, and behold 
the upright, for the xv of that man is PEACE.T 
While ſtanding on the threſhold of eternity, 
his mind is undiſmayed and tranquil. In the 
very moment of ſuſpence between two worlds, 
he looks back upon one with ſatisfaction, and 
forward into the other with hope. He has this 
100 for his © rejoicing, the teſtimony of conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not by 
il flefhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, he 
has had his converſation here.” And conſe- 
quently, he ſtretches forth his hand to receive 
the recompence of mercy, which is laid up 
for his enjoyment, in a ſtate durable as his 
foul, and boundleſs as his deſires. —Pauſe a 
minute, my friends, and attentively confider, 
what glory and happineſs open on the departed 
ſpirits of the juſt ! Think, into what company 
they are introduced, in what buſineſs they are 
employed, to what ſtations they are elevated, 
what devotions they are paying—Think how 
they ſerve God, and ſee his face, I while the light 
of knowledge breaks upon their intellects, 
while their faculties are expanding and ſtrength- 
| ening 
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ening to receive it, while the means of vir- 
tue grow with its uſe, and exclude the poſſi- 
bility of falling—meditate on that bliſsful 
ſtate, where the eye is never filled with tears, 
nor the heart corroded with anxiety; where 
the paſt never excites remorſe, the preſent diſ- 


traſt, nor the future apprehenfion ; where friend- 


ſhip is ſublimed into perfect pleafure, and 


Jealouſy and diſtance can divide no more; in a 


word, where the Saviour reigns in the fullneſs 
of his ſplendor, and becauſe he lives, his ſer- 
vants ſhall live alſo. 

This is the end of the righteous, They a are 
not only taken away from the evil to come, 


but they enter immediately into happineſs— 


not indeed equal to the felicity reſerved for 
the morning of the reſurrection, but yet poſi- 
tive, intelligent and glorious When abſent 
from the body, they are preſent with the Lord 
which is far better than to be here,” They quit 


D 2 | theſe 


* Compare 2 Cor. v, 8. and Phil. i, 234, ——— Cicero, 
ſpeaking of death, has this admirable paſſage ; Nam cùm 
ſupremus ille dies non animi extinfionem, ſed commutationem 
tantim afferat loci—quid optabilius? Itaque fi quid tale 
acciderit, ut à Deo nobis denunciatum videatur exire & 
vita; læti & agentes gratias pareamus, emittique nos & 
cuſtodia, & levari vinculis arbitremur, ut in æternam & 
plane in noſtram domum remigremus. Mortem portum 
nobis & perfugium putemus. 


1 Tu/c, u. 116, &c. 
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theſe mortal ſhores, in which affliftion imbit- 
ters comfort, and clouds ſpread a gloom upon 
the proſpect; they take leave of a country, 
ſubject to vanity, diſorder and death, and ſet 
{ail for their defired haven. Nor is it in vain:: 
for an abundant entrance is miniſtered unto them 
into that delightful region, where © their ſun 
ſhall no more go down, nor their moon with- 
draw itſelf: for the Lord ſhall be their ever- 
laſting light, -and the days of their mourning 
ſhali be ended!“ | 

Come torth, ch infidel, who denieft a 
future ſtate to man ! Come forth, in all the 
digpity of genius, and tell us that the chriſtian: 
religion would fetter thy noble ſpirit! - For 
once, condeſcend to make good thy charge. 
Prove that to be 1MMORTAL is to be MEAN; 
and that faith in the happineſs of heayen ſinks 
the glory, and augments the diſtreſſes of earth. 
Alas! poor creature, where 1s thy boaſted pre- 
eminence? The utmoſt of 7 expectation is, 
to flutter through a circle of vanity for forty or 
fifty years, and "then lie down with the worms, 
in no ſenſe wiſer, better, or happier, than they 
are l- But very different is the ſtate of. true 
chriſtians: while they live, they are looking for 
the bleſſed hope, even the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: and 
when they ceaſe to live, the Divine Spirit hag 

| commiſſioned 


1 


commiſſioned us to write on their tombs - 
Bleſſed are the dead, who die in the Lord, from 


henceforth ; they reſt from their labours, and their 
works do follow them. 

Methinks, on a review of theſe particulars, 
it muſt be the language of every one, that can 
either diſtinguiſh or feel, LET ME Dir THE 
DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND LET MY LAST 
END BE LIKE HIS | 

I truſt, this is the application you are all 
making of the preſent ſubject, and of the awe- 
ful event which has directed to it. I am ſure, 
it is the beſt proof of reſpect to your late vene- 
rable paſtor, who wants not a place in your 


remembrance, but that ye may imitate ; and 


whole character I ſhall now ſketch, not for the 


ſake of praiſing the dead, but, with a view to 
improve the living.—-Of the leading incidents 


of his life, you may naturally expect ſome no- 
tice to be taken here, though it ſeldom hap- 
pens, that ſtydious and ſedentary lives are ca- 
pable of furniſhing materials to ſatisfy curio- 


ſity. They are caſt in a ſituation, that is rarely 


diſtinguiſhed by the magnitude or novelty of 
its events, the rapidity or brilliancy of its 
ſcenes. —The late Rev. Mr. Francis Spilſbury 
was the grandſon of that worthy divine Mr. 
John Spilſbury of Bromſgrove, who was ejected 


from the > CHUTE of England by the Act of 


Uniformity 


1 
Uniformity in 1662; he gave up his living, 
to preſerve the rights of conſcience, and a ſenſe 
of thoſe. rights he tranſmitted to poſterity.“ 
He had only one ſon, who was paſtor to a 
congregation of diſſenters, for many years, at 
Kidderminſter, and for whom the meeting in 


that town was built; yet ſuch was the lovely 
harmony ſubfiſting between his people, and 
the members of the eſtabliſhed church, that the 

former accommodated their hours of worſhip to 

the convenience of the latter, and thus both had 
the opportunity of mural attendance in the two 
places of devotion; an opportunity, which they 
dig not fail to improve.—This good man was 
the father of your late excellent minifter, wha: 
truely inherited his father's ſpirit. 

Our much valued friend was born at Kidder-. 
minſter, in the year of our Lord 1706; and 
having paſſed through the uſual courſe of 
erammar-learning, he removed to Finden in 
Derbyſhire for academical education, where he 
ſtudied four years under that eminent profeſſor 
of divinity, the Rev. Dr. Latham. After this, 
his father, who was deſirous of giving him u 
vey poſſible improvement; left it to his 

choice, 
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Mr. Baxter gives him the character of © a man of ex- to 

. traordinary worth, for moderation, peaceableneſs, ability, re 
miniſterial diligence, and an upright life,” ye 
See Calam. Abridg. vol. ii, p. 773. | hit 
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choice, either to ſpend a year in England under 


the care of ſome aged minifter, 'or to paſs the 
ſame time in the univerſities of Scotland or Ley- 


den. To the laſt place he objected, having 
heard of a corruption in its morals, and that 
moſt young people who went there came back 
without any religion at all.“ He determined 
therefore for Glaſgow; where he had the hap- 
pineſs of fitting under the laſt lectures of the 
perfecuted but venerable Symp/or. At that 
time (as he told me, but a' week before he 
died) his knowledge of the Latin language 


was ſo perfect, that he could not only write, 
but ſpeak it, with as much eaſe and fluency as | 


the Engliſh. When he returned from Scot- 
land, he found his father and two of his fifters 
dead; and after. reſiding ſome time at Kidder- 
minſter, in the capacity of an aſſiſtant to the 
Rev. Mr. Bradſhaw, he undertook the paſtoral 
care of a ſociety at Bromſgrove, where he con- 
tinued about five years, and afterwards at Mor- 


ceſter, where he remained about ſeven. In both 


places, he was a very acceptable, popular and 
ulctul miniſter, and was never known to mention 


either 


The juſtice of this charge the author cannot pretend 
to prove; he would charitably hope it was exaggerated, as 
reports commonly are, Suppoſing it entirely groundleſs, 
yet the motive which influenced Mr. Spilſbury's choicg does 
him real and laſting honour, 
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either of them, without ſtrongly exppetiing che 
happineſs he there enjoyed. 
Ir muſt have been about this period, 455 4 

conſiderable living in the eſtabliſhed church 
was offered him,“ which he immediately and 
firmly refuſed, though at that time his cir- 
cumſtances were not ſo independent, as in the 
latter part of his life. But no proſpect of ad- 
vantage or emolument could induce him to 
ſacrifice the principles which he had adopted 
from conviction. | 

From Worceſter he removed to London, and 
his introduction to this place was ſuch as 
ſegmed to point out the finger of Providence. 
He received an invitation in the year 1741, 


from that worthy miniſter under whom your 


fathers ſat, Mr. John Newman, to come up, and 
make a friendly viſit at his houſe. On his ar- 
rival in this city, he found his friend not only 
ſeized with ſickneſs, but actually in dying cir- 
cumſtances; and preaching for him two Lord's- 
days in this pulpit, his ſervices on that oc- 
caſion opened the way for that long train of 
labours among you, to which he was called 
after Mr. Newman's deceaſe. I am authorized 
to add, that the late Dr. William Harris F con- 
firmed the ſociety in their approbation of Mr: 
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Spil/bury, and in their intention to invite him, 
urging it upon them in theſe remarkable words 
—<©< Chooſe him, for he will wear well.” So 
much, however, was he attached to his ſitua- 
tion in the country, that nothing but the 
hopes of more enlarged uſefulneſs could have 
forced him from his former connections. 
Divine Providence hath now terminated the 
ſervices of his well ſpent life, and with perfect 
ſatisfaction and pleaſure, I make the appeal to 
yourſelves: Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how 
holily,, and juſtly, and unblameably, he behaved him- 
ſelf among you; - not handling the word of God 
deceitfully, but by manifeſtation of the truth, com- 
mending himſelf to every man's conſcience in the ſight 
of God.* | 

In his private character, there were numer- 
ous excellencies, which need not be recited 
here, as all good men have ſome common re- 
ſemblance to each other. I ſhall therefore at- 
tempt no more, than to particulariſe a few of 
thoſe qualities, which might be called his pre- 
dominant features, and which in a peculiar 
ſenſe endeared him to all his acquaintance, — 
Among theſe, his friendly diſpoſition, and 
readineſs to ſerve thoſe about him, were very 
_ conſpicuous. He had a heart formed for ſo- 
F cial 


| 
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cial connections, and poſſeſt a degree of chear- 


fulneſs and humour in converſation, which wag 
always tempered with prudence, and conducive 


to pleaſure. Far was he from thinking, that 


a moroſe countenance can recommend religion, 
eſpecially among young people, or that God's 
ſervice is to be promoted by a gloomy diſpo- 
fition.—And I am ſure, he was as diſtant from 
uncharitableneſs, as any man I have known or 
heard of. His ſoul was always deviſing liberal 


things; the ſpirit of bigotry he deteſted; all 
good men were his favourites, whatever ſenti- 
ments they eſpouſed, and to whatever ſe& they 


belonged. He viewed them as children of the 
ſame merciful father ; he loved them as fellow 
heirs of the grace of life. 

May this declaration be the means of ſham- 
ing thoſe, who have been known to ſpeak 
highly of Mr. Sp4/bury's character (becauſe they 
ſuppoſed a ſimilarity between his ſentiments 
and their own) while their treatment of other 
miniſters hath but too plainly diſcovered, that 
they want his brighteſt jewel—charity. 

How indefatigable he was in promoting the 
cauſe of the poor and needy, numbers who 
dwell in obſcure parts of the country can teſtify. 
You need not be told, that many poor but 
valuable miniſters, many afflicted widows and 
orphans, have found him a faithful and gener- 
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dus advocate, in the diſtribution of public and 
annual aſſiſtance, to ſay nothing of private 
gratuities, He was truely the good Samaritan, 


making it his buſineſs and delight to help the 


neceſſitous, and devoting a great part of his 
time to their relief. 


When ſuch good vill to men is joined with 


unfeigned piety to God, and with uncommon 
ſubmiſſion under the ſevereſt trials, who can 
wonder, that even the mouth of calumny is 
cloſed, and that every tongue is employed in 
doing juſtice to the character. We can ſay of 
our friend, what an Apoſtle ſaid of Demetrius, he 
hath a good report of ALL men, and we can like- 
wiſe add the fecond part of the encomium, and 
of the TRUTH it/elf.* 

His behaviour in the domeſtic relations of 
life is a ſubject too delicate for public enlarge- 
ment; ſuffice it therefore to ſay, in one com- 
prehenſive expreſſion, to which all his relatives 
can bear ample teſtimony, having loved his own 
aich were in the world, he loved them unto the 
end. 

And here, my friends, you muſt indulge me 
.a moment in thinking and ſpeaking of my own 
loſs. My ſhare in the ſorrows of this day is 
peculiarly heavy, and I greatly need the com- 
fort 1 wiſh to impart. I have loſt the guide of wy 
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youth, to whoſe council I had always ac- 
ceſs, and beneath whoſe foſtering wing I have 
repoſed for years. Truth requires me to de- 
clare, what ſhall never be effaced from my 
remembrance, that ſince I firſt knew him, I 
never received an unkind expreſſion from his 
lips: and ſuch was my eſteem and reyerence 
for him, that in this reſpe& I may allude to 


the words of the Apoſtle, as a ſon with a father, | 


¶ have ſerved with him in the Goſpel.* 
In his public or miniferial character, he uni- 
formly diſcovered the ſame principles of in- 
tegrity, meekneſs, benevolence and devotion, 
4s were daily manifeſt in his private life. H 
ſerved the Lard with all humility of mind, and 
kept back nothing that was profitable unto. you; 
but ſhewed you, and taught you publicly, and from 
1502 to beuſe, teftifying repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt. f He 
never appeared ſo happy as when engaged in 
the duties of the temple, never ſo diſtreſt as 
when detained by infirmity and ſickneſs from 
performing them. Ye will all bear record, 
that he brought with him to his work, a mind 
deeply impreſſed with its importance; and that 
inſtead of amuſing the flock of God with things 
of a trivial nature, or perplexing them with 
thoſe of a controverſial kind, he inſiſted upon 
plain, 
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plain, practical ſubjects, being, convinced that 
ſuch are. moſt. conformable to the model left 
us by our Saviour. Of his ſentiments on the 
intricate points of polemical divinity, I am 
not able to give a preciſe definition; for he 
claſſed himſelf under no leader; he called no 
man maſter upon earth; but grieved for the 
diſputes in the church, and often expreſt his 
wiſh, that there was but one name mong us 
——a Chriſtian. 

In his compoſitions, he ſeem'd to imitate 
the ſimplicity of that Evangeliſt, to- whoſe 
charitable temper his heart bore the ſtrongeſt 


} 
reſemblance. His method was clear, his 
thoughts unaffe&ted, and his diſcourſes were | 
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enriched by many ſcriptural alluſions and re- 
ferences, which he wiſely judged to be beſt 
adapted for uſefulneſs. | 
He had one diſtinguiſhing ace. which | 
it would be unjuſt in me to conceal, as I was | 
frequently a witneſs to it, and yet of a nature 
not to be exhibited on the public theatre of 
life. I allude to his prayers in ſick and dying 
chambers, in which I have conſtantly thought 
he excelled himſelf. They were pointed with- 
out offending, various and unreſtrained, truely 
devout, and remarkably affectionate.—I hope, 
thoſe who enjoyed the privilege of ſuch paſto- 
ral viſits, and are ſtill ſpared in life, will never 
forget, nor fail to improve them ! 
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And ni, chriſtian brethren; what remains, 
but that we ehdeavoI to practice that form of 
Sound 0 which he delivered, and to reſembfe 
that holy, uſeful and amiable” pattern which 
he has fet? He has lived to a glorious pur. 
Poſe, if we do but follow his ſteps. Do ye 
not hear, as it were, a voice from his grave, 
addreſſing itſelf to your hearts-—7hoſe things 
Which ye have both learned and received, and heard 
and ſeen in me, do and the God of peace ſhall be 
with you*, With all the powers of my ſoul, I 
befeech you, let not ſuch a charge be addreſſed 
in vain. If any of you have trifled with 
his living ſervices, be not deaf to the awful 
admonitions of his tomb. „DPuſt and aſhes 
loudeſt preach the infinite concern.” Aſſure 
yourſelves of this. fact, and let it properly 
touch your feelings, that but a day or twe 
before he expired, he declared he had but one 
anxiety remaining on his mind, and that was, 
e 2 ſolicitude to know how far he had been 
« uſeful among you whether he had been the 
« means of ſaving one immortal ſoul: if he 
de had, he could quit the world with delight!“ 
— Good and faithful miniſter ! I truſt, he will 
have MANY 10 be his joy, and crown of rejoicing 
in the day of the Lord Jeſus ! See to it, that ze 
fulfil his joy. 

T have 


+ Dr. Young. 


* Phll. iv, 9. 


See ee ii i= mm 


W 


„ 
I have treſpaſſed long on your patience; yet 


I muſt not cloſe, without preſenting to God 


my fervent prayers for vou ALL: for this be- 
reaved Church, that it may always have paſtors 
and teachers, who ſhall do the work of the 
Lord diligently, feeding it with knowledge 
and with underſtanding: for the relatives of 
our deceaſed friend, that as their remembrance 
of him muſt be laſting, ſo their imitation of 
him may be perfect: particularly, for his faith- 
ful and affectionate widow, that “ as her af- 
flictions abound, ſo her conſolations in Chriſt 
may abound alſo;“ that the recollection of 
paſt aſſiduity and tenderneſs may now ſweeten 
the cup of ſorrow, and that ſhe may always be 
ſupported by that God, © who is the judge of 
the widow's cauſe, in his holy habitation:“ 
and finally, my wiſhes and prayers are pour'd 
out for his deſcendants, that they may long be 
continued an honour to the principles they in- 
herit, and a bleſling to all with whom they are 
connected ; may they know the God of their fa- 
thers, and ſerve him with a perſect heart, and with 
a willing mind; and may the great Diſpoſer of 
events guide them by his unerring council, and at 
length receive them to glory. Amen. 
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My Chriſtian Friends, 


"Fr IS gloomy ground, where I now meet 

you with the moſt poignant grief, may well 

bring to our remembrance that expreſſion of 

the Pſalmiſt, the valley of the ſhadow of Death. 

Surely, this ſeems to be the choſen ſpot, on 

which the fatal monarch has erected his throne: 

for though in every place he is known by the 

judgments which he executes, yet here em- 

phatically his vaſſals are collected to ſwell the 

triumph of his reign. Here are depoſited in 

awful ſilence the trophies of an unbounded | 

conqueſt: the great and the ſmall are here; the 

once wretched, and the once happy; are blend. 
2 ed 
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ed in the ſame duſt, And we, my btethren, 
are haſtening to this reſidence, with a ſwiftneſs 
but little ſuſpected. Year after year glides 
away unperceived, with ſoft but ſpeedy wings, 
and every man draweth' after him, as there wert 
innumerable before him, Ts 
Theſe are melancholy refleftions—yet, who 
can wiſh, who would dare, to ſuppreſs thera ? 
Is it not ſaid by ſupreme authority, that it is 
better to go to the bouſe of mourning, than to the 
houſe of feafting—for that is the end of all men, 
and the living will lay it to heart ? Therefore, 
ſupported by this authority, we ſcruple not to 
apply the words, which an Apoſtle uttered on 
A very different occafion—-IT is 600D FOR us 
ro Bt HERE, From this ſolemn place, you 
may learn the moſt valuable leſſons ; ſuch leſ- 
ſons, as through Divine influence would im- 
prove the beſt characters, and might be the 
effectual means of reforming the worſt, HERR 
youth may acquire ſteadineſs, and old age re- 
ſignation. The grave will ſuggeſt cogent mo- 
tives to piety, and communicate freſh vigour 
to diligence. In this ground, I preſume, the 
rich man will not glory in his riches, nor the mighty 
man glory in his frength, nor the man wiſe for 
this world glory in his wiſdom. This is the 
ſpot, where the maſk will drop off from the 
face of hypoeriſy; and he that comes hither to 
i ſcofſ 
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ſeolf at religion will go back to pray. Here 
the vicious may learn to repent, fools to be 
wiſe, and the gay to be ſober. | 

Oh, Sirs, ſtanding among the graves, [ be 
ſeech you, think of the former times. Call up 
to your imagination the many thouſands, who 
once were active in the buſy ſcenes of life, but 
have long retired from a. tumultuous world, 
into this land of forgetfulneſs. They too had 
their paſſions and appetites ; they alſo. were 
depreſſed with fear, or elated with hope; they 
were ſubject to the viciſſitudes of | health and 
ſickneſs, neceſſity and affluence, proſperity and 
ſorrow. _ At one time, they formed connections 
in the fullneſs of expectation, which at another 
were diſſolved in the bitterneſs of tears. And 

now ALL are gone: individuals and families 
are ſwept away to make room for others; yea, 
whole congregations are actually ſleeping: be- 
neath the ſurface of the ground, and thoſe.who 
inſtructed them are ſharing in the common lot. 
Ah! mournful thought, the lips of eloquence 
are for ever ſealed, and cold are the hearts 
which that eloquence had warmed |! 

Such is the vanity of this terreftrial. ſcene ! 
Such the experience, which all ages have had 
af the Patriarch's obſervation Man that is born 
of a woman is of few days, and full of trauble; he 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down, he 

feeth 
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feeth alſo like a ſhadow,” and continueth not. As the 
waters fail from the ſea, and the flood decayeth and 
drieth up; ſo man lieth down and riſeib not till the 
hedvens are no more; He fhall not awake, nor be 
raiſed out of his fleep.-Ob Lox, thou deftroyeſt 
ehe hape of man! Thou prevaileſt for ever againſt 
bim, and he paſſeth; thou change bis n 


and ſendeft him away .. 


And:is this the whole of man ? Juſt to look 
about him, and then decay and die? Firſt to 
be tormented by his paſſions, and then to be 
conſumed by the worms? Was this the only 
end for which he was born and educated'? This 
the ſole purpoſe of thoſe intellectual powers 
which are the ray of Divinity within him? 
No, bleffed be God, even the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ' who hath loved uc, 
and hath given us everlaſting conſolation, and good 
hope through grace; we can look beyond this 
dark ſcene to a brighter world, and riſe on the 
wings of faith above the ravages of the tomb. 
Me know that our Redeemer liveth, and that be will 
fand in the latter day upon the earth: He once 
bowed the heavens and came down the meſſen- 


ger ol Immortality andof Joy; and he will come 


a ſecond time, in the clouds of heaven ꝛuith power 


and with great glory hi reward i is with you and 
bis ork 58 hin, 


. Thus 
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Thus Emanuel has provided that fovereign 
relief, which pagan philoſophy could not effect; 
which Rome and Athens could not aſcertain. 
Indeed; they knew not the evi] under which we 
laboured; they little imagined that the apoſ- 
tacy of man was the origin of death, and that 
fo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſin- 
ned. Let us, therefore, with grateful hearts ad- 
mire the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, who 
having /ent bis ſon to bleſs us, by turning every one 
of. us from our iniquities, is now publiſhing in the 
ear of penitents, this gracious proclamation — 
Ze are more than conquerors through bim that hath 
loved you; for if pe belioue that Feſus died, and 
roſe again, even ſo them alſo which fleep in Feſus, 
will God bring with bim. As ye have borne the image 
of the earthly Adam, ye ſhall alſo bear the image of 
the heavenly; For be will change your vile bodies, 
that they may be fuſhioned like unto his glarious body: 
and there ſball be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor 
crying; neither ſhall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are paſſed away. 

I entreat you, fellow chriftians, fellow 
mourners, COMFORT ONE ANOTHER WITH THESE 
woRDs. Ye are poſſeſſors of the new Teſta- 
ment, and that ſhould abate the pungency of 
your grief. Ye boaſt of a revelation which can 
throw a luſtre upon ſepulchres; make uſe of 
the light it diffuſes around you. Look. forward 
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to the glorious morning, of a Saviour's deſcent, 
and of the Believer's triumph. This melan- 
choly ground ſhall, on that day, acquire a new 
title, and riſe into new-importance: inſtead of 
being © the repoſitory of the dead,” it ſhall 
become the birth-place of the living.“ Gra- 
cious God! what a different ſcene from the, 
preſent! At that period how changed and im- 
proved, rbeſe ſflent remains of our Dear Friend, 
which we are now committing to the duſt! 
They are ſown in corruption, but they ſball be raiſed 
in mcorruption— they are fown in diſbonour, but 
they ſhall be raiſed in glory—they are ſown in weak- 
neſs but they ſhall be raiſed in power. Then ſhall 
be brought to paſs the ſaying that 1s written, 
Drarz is SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. 
But, perhaps ſome of you may think it 
ſtrange that while the Chriſtian Covenant offers 
redemption. from the /econd death, it ſhould 
ſtill leave its heirs under the ſentence of the fir 
Arguing merely from the impulſe of your paſ- 
Hons, ye may be ready to queſtion the perfec- 
tion of that benevolence, which ſuffers the 
candidates for glory, to become, like others, 
the victims of corruption. But let paſſion ſub- 
mit to reafon and religion. Is it fit, that even 
true Chriſtians ſhould be exempt from the pow- 
er of the grave, when none of them can juftly 
declare, that they are free from iniquity ? Ought 
— 
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they not to give proof of a perfect character, 
before they claim the honours and rewards of 
innocence ?—By this awful conſtitution, the 
fupreme Governor of the world moſt effectual- 
ly illuſtrates the purity of his ſacred law, and 
the «exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin.“—-By this 
he powerfully; promotes the virtuous and reli- 
gious attainments of his children and ſervants: 
for the fear of death, lying conſtantly before 
them, is admirably calculated to cure them of 
pride, and to render them both watchful in 
conduct, and ardent in devotion.----By ſuffer- 
ing the agonies of diſſolution, they become 
examples to mankind of ' faith and patience, of 
ſubmiſſion and hope, in the moſt critical ſeaſon 
that can attend a ftate of trial: a benefit, of 
which the world would be deprived, if all that 
are pious were like Euoch and Elijah removed 
miraculouſly to glory.---And to add but an- 
other. reaſon, the pain, ſorrow and darkneſs, 
through which good men © muſt enter into the 
kingdom of God,“ appear naturally ſubſer- 
vient to the increaſe of their joy and rapture, 
in the ſociety of departed ſpirits. By aug- 
menting the greatneſs of the change, they muſt 
contribute to its extacy, if it be lawful: on this 
ſubject to avail ourſelves of human experience. 

Doubtleſs, that change is aſtoniſhing! None 
of us can deſcribe, or conceive of it. But we 
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believe and ate perſuaded, that aur mucir vas 
lued friend is, at this inſtant, rejoicing in its 
glorious effects. A fhort but ſevere illneſs 
conveyed him to the manſions» of the bleffed 5 
and it may give us pleaſure o think, that he 
entered on his reward, upon the morning of 
THAT DAY; Which was always neareſt"to; his 
heart, and which had witneſſed to his faithful 
labours in the church of Chriſt, for more than 
half a century. Delightful tranſition - to 4 
mind prepared like his, for the nravenry 
SABBATH has neither infirmity, wearineſs, nor 
end!—But of his character, both as a chriſtian, 
and as 4 miniſter, of his zeal, fidelity and de- 
votion, I ſhall not at preſent ſpeak, reſerving 
to another time and place the tribute I owe to 
his memory: a tribute, which might have been 
preſented by others, in a manner leſs un- 
worthy of the occaſion; though I truſt none 
can be found-to offer it, with more ſincerity or 
gratitude. Indeed, Sirs, I am ſtanding at the 
grave of à parent, and could I ſtand here un- 
moved, I muſt be loſt to recollection and to 
ſeeling. May Divine goodneſs repair the 


breach, and ſanctify the event. May thoſe that 
mourn in Zion be comforted. May an afflict- 
ed church be ſuſtained and bleſſed yz and all 
ſurviving friends be enabled to imitate the 
worth they admire, 


To 


To you; my revered ſachers in the minifity, 
it would ill become me to addreſs the word of 
| exhortation, . Yet ſuffer me to offer to heaven 
my prayers for your increaling uſefulneſs. May 
you long be preſerved, under the auſpices of 
the great head of the church, - miniſtering to 
the knowledge and happineſs of many, and 
when the Chief Shepherd ſhall: appear, may you 
alſo appear with him in glory, encircled with the 

multitudes you have trained for immortality. 
I cannot conclude, without offering a genera? 
exbortation. to all that are preſent; - Whether 
friendſhip or curioſity brought you hither, go 
not away from this tomb without ſuitable im- 
preſſions. Let it be your earneſt prayer at the 
footſtool of mercy, <* Lord make me to know 
mine end, and the meaſure of my days, what 
it is, that I may know how frail I am, and 
may apply my heart unto wifdom.”” Shew, 
that you are apprized of the awful nature of 
death, by ſeriouſly and diligently preparing 
for it, Let it not be ſaid, that the power of 
this great enemy 1s merely to be ſeen in the 
ravages occaſioned by his ſword; or, that 
while he ſhakes the natural world, he cannot 
affect the moral. Let the influence come home 
to your boſoms. Think what it is to die, and 
to enter upon an unknown ſtate. Conſider, I 
entreat you, what are the everlaſting conſe- 
quences 
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quences of ſuch a change; ' that it will cloſe 
the day of trial - cloſe every talent and privi- 
lege - cloſe the field of exertion and improve- 
..ment—that it will ſend the naked ſpirit to the 
. tribunal of -its maker, and uſher it into joy or 
| miſery unſpeakable. - © Whatſoever therefore 
your hand findeth to do, do it with your 
N might, for there is no work nor device, nor 
4 knowledge nor wiſdom, in the grave whither 
6 ye are going.“ —It is probable, that ſome of 
you have lately buried in this ground a parent, 
a brother, a ſiſter, or the near companion and 
by partner of your life. You have ſome, perhaps 
il many) valuable relatives repoſed in this ſequeſt- 
ered ſpot; and were you to take up a handfut 
of its duſt, ye might ſay, this was once my p 
ion. Surely, of all men, you are moſt inex., 
cuſable, if you can depart from this ſcene, un- 
affected in your hearts, or unreſolved in your 
principles. But J hope better things of you 
even things which accompany ſalvation. God 
grant, that we may all be awakened to a due 
ſenſe of our mortality; and that having been 
aſſembled this day for the purpoſe of mourn- 
iog and lamentation, we may all be reunited 
in that bliſsful ſtare, where the ſpirits of juſt 


men are made perfect in love, goodneſs and 
glory! ele 
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F bliſhed by the ſare Author and Sold by J. Buckland, in 
1 Pater-Noſter-Row. 


SERMON preached at Salters-Hall, Nov. 5, 1778, 
; in which the principles of Popery are ſhewn to be 
pugnant to thoſe of genuine Chriſtianity. Price 6d. 


2. An ESSAY on the Revolution of Plain Triangles by 
Wm mon Arithmetic, with a new and conciſe table adapted 
the purpoſe. Price 18. 


The three following by the Rev, Mr. Toller. 


23. Two SERMONS on the Lord's Supper, in which its 
ure is explained; its obligations are enforced; the prin- 
hal objections to its celebration obviated; and its moral 
8 ſpiritual purpoſes pointed out. Price 1s. 


1 - SERMONS to Tradeſmen. Second Edition. Price 18. 


g. A SCRIPTURE CATECHISM, Or a Summary of 
lIipion, by way of Queſtiou and Anſwer, in Scripture 
guage, Second Edition. Frice 6d. or 5s. a Dozen. 
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